
COMMUNICATION FROM THE WIDLIFE COLLABORATIVE GROUP 
 

           22 May 2020 
 
Honourable Minister Barbara Creecy  
Department of Environment, Forestry & Fisheries  
C/o fshaik@environment.gov.za  
 

Honourable Minister Creecy, 

SUBSISTENCE HUNTING 

Thank you sincerely for the virtual meeting held with the collaborative group of 10 organisations within the 

South African wildlife industry and the SA Nurseries Association on 19 May. We appreciate your 

understanding not only for the concerns raised on behalf of our organisations’ constituencies, but also for 

the recommendations as shared with you during the meeting.  

Referring to our plea for subsistence hunting to be included as a permitted activity in Coronavirus Alert Level 

3, we have drafted the following concise description of what subsistence hunting pertains to: 

Subsistence Hunting is hunting for the primary purpose of the hunter acquiring game meat for 

food security. 

The principal purpose of the description above, aligns to item no 9810 of the Standard Industrial 

Classification (SIC) of All Economic Activities: Undifferentiated goods-producing activities of private 

households for own use. The further explanatory reads “i.e. the activities of households that are engaged in 

a variety of activities that produce goods for their own subsistence. These activities include hunting and 

gathering…” 

The description should not be confused with hunting activities specifically excluded from Coronavirus Alert 

Level 4, being SIC item no 9319: Other Sport Activities “Hunting for Sport or Recreation”. 

For ease of reference, an abstract of the SIC is attached hereto as Annexure A. 
 
Honourable Minister, thank you for the opportunity to make this proposal to you. Please let us know should 
you need any further detailed information.  We will gladly assist. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
(Mrs) A.L. Kitshoff-Botha on behalf of the Wildlife Collaborative Group: 
AGRA – Mr Mike Gcabo, President  CHASA – Mr Stephen Palos, Chief Executive Officer 
CPHC-SA – Mr Stewart Dorrington, President NHSA – Dr Herman Els, Executive Chair  
PHASA – Mr Dries van Coller, President  SAHGCA – Mrs L Nel, Manager: Conservation 
                                                                                                        - Mr  B Kirchner, Manager: Hunting 
SAPA – Mr Deon Swart, CEO   SATTA – Mr Pieter Swart, Exco member 
WRSA – Mr T Mogashoa, President  WTA – Hon Chief Arinao Ratshikuni, Chairperson 

               Mr J Malan, Director   SANA – Mr Jacques Malan 

 
  



Annexure A 

ABSTRACTS FROM THE STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATIONS (SIC) 
 

Division 01 Crop and animal production, hunting and related service activities 
 
This division includes two basic activities, namely: 

-  the production of crop products and production of animal products. 
 
It also addresses: 

-  the forms of organic agriculture, the growing of genetically modified crops and the raising of 
genetically modified animals; and 

- service activities incidental to agriculture, hunting, trapping and related activities. 
 

SIC Item 0149: Raising of other animals 
 

This class includes: 
 
- Raising and breeding of semi-domesticated 

or other live animals: 
* ostriches and emus 
* other birds (except poultry) 
* insects 
* rabbits and other fur animals 

- Production of fur skins, reptile or bird skins 
from ranching operations, 

- Operation of worm farms, land mollusc 
farms, snail farms etc.; 

- Raising of silk worms, production of silk 
worm cocoons; 

- Bee-keeping and production of honey and 
beeswax; 

- Raising and breeding of pet animals (except 
fish): 
* cats and dogs 
* birds, such as parakeets etc. 
* hamsters etc.; 

- Raising of diverse animals and 
- Game farming 

 

This class excludes: 
 

- Production of hides and skins originating 
from hunting and trapping, see 0170; 
 

- Operation of frog farms, crocodile farms, 
marine worm farms, see 0321, 0322; 
 

- Operation of fish farms, see 0321, 0322 and 
 

- Training of pet animals, see 9609 

 
 
SIC Item 0162: Support activities for animal production 
 

This class includes: 
 
- Agricultural activities on a fee or contract 

basis: 
* activities to promote propagation, growth 
and output of animals 
* herd testing services, droving services, 
agistment services, poultry caponizing, coop 

This class excludes: 
 

- Provision of space for animal boarding only, 
see 6810; 

- Veterinary activities, see 7500; 
- Vaccination of animals, see 7500; 
- Renting of animals (e.g. herds), see 7730; 

and 



cleaning etc. 
* activities related to artificial insemination 
* stud services 
* sheep shearing 
* farm animal boarding and care and 

- Activities of farriers 
 

- Service activities to promote commercial 
hunting and trapping, see 9499 
 

 
Item 01700 Hunting, trapping and related service activities: Class 0170. 
 
See Class 0170 Hunting, trapping and related service activities 
 

This class includes: 
 
- Hunting and trapping on a commercial 

basis; 
- Taking of animals (dead or alive) for food, 

fur, skin, or for use in research, in zoos or as 
pets; 

- Production of fur skins, reptile or bird skins 
from hunting or trapping activities; and 

- Land-based catching of sea mammals such 
as walrus and seal 

 

This class excludes: 
 

- Production of fur skins, reptile or bird skins 
from ranching operations, see group 014; 

- Raising of game animals on ranching 
operations, see 0149; 

- Catching of whales, see 0311; 
- Production of hides and skins originating 

from slaughterhouses, see 1010; 
- Hunting for sport or recreation and related 

service activities, see 9319; and 
- Service activities to promote hunting and 

trapping, see 9499 
 

 
 
Item 5520 Camping grounds, recreational vehicle parks and trailer parks 
 

This class includes: 
 
- Provision of accommodation in campgrounds, trailer parks, recreational camps and fishing and 

hunting camps for short stay visitors, and 
- Provision of space and facilities for recreational vehicles. 

 

 
 
Item9319 Other sports activities 
 

This class includes: 
 
- Activities of producers or promoters of sports events, with or without facilities;  
- Activities of individual own-account sportsmen and athletes, referees, judges, timekeepers, 

etc.; 
- Activities of sports leagues and regulating bodies; 
- Activities related to promotion of sporting events; 
- Activities of racing stables, kennels and garages; 
- Operation of sport fishing and hunting preserves; 
- Activities of mountain guides, and 
- Support activities for sport or recreational hunting and fishing. 



 
 
Item 9810 Undifferentiated goods-producing activities of private households for own use 
 

This class includes: 
 
- Undifferentiated subsistence goods-producing activities of households, i.e. the activities of 

households that are engaged in a variety of activities that produce goods for their own 
subsistence. These activities include hunting and gathering, farming, the production of shelter 
and clothing and other goods produced by the household for its own subsistence If households 
are also engaged in the production of marketed goods, they are classified to the appropriate 
goods-producing industry of SIC. 
 

If households are principally engaged in a specific goods-producing subsistence activity, they are 
classified to the appropriate goods-producing industry of SIC. 
 

 
 


